In forensic speaker comparison, it is crucial to decide when completion of the examination may not possible (punt). We explore the factors that make speaker comparison decisions difficult or impossible. These factors may include: duration, noise, speaking style, language/dialect, mental state, number of speakers, type and quality of recording, and deception. The analyst needs criteria to decide to reject case work. We present analysis of some of these factors and their impact on automatic speaker recognition systems. We propose a methodology for setting objective thresholds by which comparison examples can be rejected. This methodology could be used by forensic analysts to decide whether or not to proceed with speaker comparisons involving these factors.
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